1080                                     RUSSIA: A History and an Interpretation
and led to the arrest of over one thousand men, including all the leaders. With the unprincipled Chigirin adventure Land and Freedom would have nothing to do.
Land and Freedom achieved some success in establishing connections with revolutionary groups in the provinces and in fostering unrest among university students and industrial workers. The years 1879-1880 were particularly stormy in the higher schools and in the St. Petersburg textile mills, where populist propaganda was rife. The party's principal activities, however, were of the "disorganizing" type, an indication that the influence of Tkachev and Nechaev was winning over that of Lavrov. The trend towards terrorism was intensified by the remarkable case of Vera Zasulich. In December, 1876, Land and Freedom staged in the Kazan Square in St. Petersburg what was intended as an impressive mass demonstration but turned out to be a miserable affair: the few dozen participants were roughly handled by the police and the crowd; their leaders were arrested, tried, and sentenced to long terms of penal servitude. For a minor breach of the prison routine one of the convicted men, Alexis Bogoliubov, a revolutionary of long standing and a member of Land and Freedom, was flogged by orders of the military governor of St. Petersburg, General F. F. Trepov. This occurrence provoked a near riot among the prisoners and created great excitement, especially in revolutionary circles, Clamoring for vengeance, several revolutionary groups made preparations for the murder of Trepov. Forestalling their plans, Vera Zasulich (1849-1919), acting independently, fired at and grievously wounded Trepov (January, 1878). Zasulich came from the lesser nobility, and in 1869-1871 had served a two-year sentence for revolutionary activities. She was not acquainted with either Bogoliubov or Trepov, nor did she make an attempt to escape. The crime having no personal motive, the trial of Zasulich assumed the character of an indictment of the regime. The verdict of "not guilty" rendered by the jury after a brief deliberation was received with wild enthusiasm by the packed courtroom and the huge crowds outside; according to eyewitnesses, some of the higher bureaucrats in the audience joined in the applause. Consternation in official circles was great The order for the rearrest of Zasulich, issued the same evening (March 31, 1878), and the sub-sequent setting aside of the verdict by the Senate were of no avail: Zasulich was spirited abroad by her friends and returned legally to Russia after the amnesty of October, 1905.